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ABSTRACT
Coptotettix parvulus Hancock is transferred to the genus Paratellix Bolivar. Comparative
characters of both tne genera viz. Coplotettix Bolivar and Paraletlix Bolivar are discussed briefly.

INTRODUCTION

Coptotettix parvulus was described by
Hancock (1912) from India and was retained
subsequently by him (1913 and 1915) and
Fletcher (1921) under the same genus.
Since the name of this species was
preoc;cupied for Coptotettix parvulus Hancock,
1908, the former species has been renamed
as Coptotettix hancockus (Shishodia and
Varshney, in press). During the present
study, it is found further that the Type of
Coptotettix parvulus Hancock, 1912 (Type
No. H 691) bears a label on which "Paratettix parvulus (Hancock), Det Tinkham
1937", is mentioned, but from the available
literature it appears not to have been
published earlier. However, on the basis
of comparative characters for the genera
Coptotettix and Paratettix, this species

(Coptotettix hancockus) shouid be referred to
latter, in having its vertex not narrowed in
front; the depression on either side of
median carinula not narrowed and median
carina of pronotum neither low nor
undulated.

The original description of the species
being brief, it is redescribed here in detail
and illustrated for the first time. Besides,
a list of Indian species and a table giving
comparative characters for the separation of
both the genera viz., Coptotettix Bolivar
and Paratettix Bolivar, are provided.
SYSTEMATIC ACCOUMT

List of Indian species included under the
genera Coptotettix Bolivar and Paratettix
Bolivar.
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Genus Coptotettix Bolivar
1.

Coptotettix Jossulatus Bolivar, 1887

2.

C. testaceus Bolivar, 1887

3.

C. indicus Hancock, 1912

4. C. annandalei Hancock, 1915
5. C. conspersus Hancock, 1915
6. C. retractus Hancock, 1915
Genus Paratettix Bolivar

1.

Paratettix cingalensis (Walker, 1871)

2.
3.

P. indicus Bolivar, 1887
P. hirsutus Brunner, 1893

4.

P. curtipennis (Hancock, 1912)

Head not exserted above the pronotum;
vertex as broad as an eye, fossulated on
either side of the median carinula, ampliate
behind the fossulae, produced infront as far
as eyes; front margin transverse, low,
reflexed laterally; lateral carinulae extend
upto the level of eyes; median carinula
distinct, raised upto the level of lateral
carinulae, and extend upto the two-third
length of eyes behind; frontal costa bifurcated behind the paired ocelli, and narrowly
sulcated between them but widely sulcated
infront, arcuate between the antennae;
paired ocelli placed a little below the middle
of eyes; antennae filiform, and located on
the inferior margin of eyes; eyes globular in
form while examining from the top view.

5. P. alatu! Hancock, 1915
6.

P. latipennis Hancock, 1915

7.

P. rotundatus Hancock, 1915

Paratettix hancockus (Shishodia &
Varshney) Comb. nov.
(Figs. 1 & 2).
Coplolettix parvulus Hancock, 1912. Menl. Dep. Agrie.
India enl. Ser.) 4 (No.2): 145-146.
Coplolettix hancock us Shishodia and Varshney, J.
Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., in Press (Preoccupied by
C. parvulus Hancock, 1908).
Material examined: 10, Type, Chapra, Bengal, (now
in Bihar), Mackenzie.

Description: Size very small. Colour
brownish, light and variegated with fuscous
on the pronotum, a large dark brown spot
present on either side behind the shoulders;
posterior tibiae annulated with yellow
and dark brown colour; lower external
carina of posterior femora marked with
black spots.

Pronotum
scarcely
obtuse-angulate
anteriorly, abbreviated posteriorly and extend
beyond the middle of posterior femora but
never upto the apices of abdomen, the apex
widely rounded; dorsum granulose, transversel y tectiform between the shoulders;
median carina compressed, little arcuate
forward infront of the shoulders, straight on
the diSC, low towards the apex; abbreviated
carinae on the shoulders absent; prozonal
carinae distinct, a little convergent posteriorly; humeral angles obtuse carinate;
posterior angles of lateral lobes of pronotum
deflexed downward, medium in size, and
rounded at apex; paranota with two projections ; elytra very small; 'wings not visible;
anterior femora compressed, elongate, bicarinate, margins entire and with white pubic
hairs; middle femora also elongate, compressed, bicarinate, lower margin embeded with
white pubic hairs, upper margin with very
small serrations; posterior femora stout,
crassate, the superior margin minutely
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Scale Jnun.
Figs. 1 & 2. Dorsal view of Paratettix hancockus Shishodia & Varshney. Lateral
view of Paratettix hancockus Shishodia & Varshney.

serrulated and bear an angulated-lobe before
the apex; the first article of posterior tarsi
longer than the third; the first and second

pulvilli small, acute spinose; the third
pulvilli longer than the previous two, and less
acute.

Measurements in mm.
Body length upto
the apex of
abdomen

Pronotum
length

Posterior
femora
length/width

Shoulder
width

Eyes width

5.9

4.3

4.53/1.7

1.7

.54

The measurements of the Type specimen
taken at present, vary with the original.

Inter ocular
distance
.54

Comparative characters of genera Coptotettix Bolivar and Paratettix Bolivar.
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Coptotettix Bolivar
1. Body more or less rugulose or granulose.

2.

Head not exserted above the pronotum.

3.

Vertex smooth, equal or narrow than the
width of an eve and more narrow infront.

4.

Vertex wi.th depression on either side of
median carinula, narrow and linear.
5. Median carina of pronotum low,
undulated, rarely without undulations.

Natural Science of Philadelphia, U.S.A., for
lnailing the Type specimen. Thanks are also
due to Dr. O.K. Srivastava for going through
the manuscript.
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