




























































































































































































































































































































































































































· . Y Mo _se, Mus cooki' 

Similar to the Fawn-coloured Mouse, but larger in size, head and body length 7-10 em; 
fur bristle like; body light brown above, grey be ow; ta' b' coloured, dark above ,and pate 
below, generally smaller than ead and body length, 6-9.6 cm long; inhabits �c�o�n�i�f�~�r� and 
broad-leaved forests in grassy habitats mostly in mountanous region, oe,casionally' t e 
vicinity of cu tivat,ed fields. 

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, �M�a�n�i�p�~�,� NagaIand, MeghaIaya, 'West 
Bengal, Maharastra, Kamataka, ' e ala and Tamil Nadu. Elsewhere: Nepali Myanmar, 
China, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA ! SCh. V, CAMP: LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

80 0 e's o se, us famulus 

B dy reddish to ,chocolate brown above, chestnut With grey �b�a�s�~�s� below having a 
sharp . e of de area 'on along the flanks; ead and body length '7,.9-9.1 em; tail shorter 

Bonhote"s Mouse, Mus famulus 

than that length, 7.9-8.3 em, unicoloured, dark; soft fur; endemic to India; inhabits evergreen 
forests, nocturnal and fossor'a , 

Distribution: India: Report'ed only from the NilgiriHills, Tamil Nadu. 

Conservation status: UeN: ENi WPA: Sch. V; CAMP: EN. 



ndlan Brown Spiny MOUN Alu. pI. tythrlx 

Body brown to buff above and whi 
sho:rt r than t . s I ngth, 5-6.2 ,cm., ico u ­

, 

only On Nepa out 'de _dian lim't (A,graw I, 2 
from rocky habitat . 

Dis,tribution : India : Andllra rade h, "t mil 
Rajasthan and Gujarat. Elsewhere : e a1. 

Conservation s,tatus : fWPA : Sch. V; M ' 

y 

Distribution : Ind,;a ~ T ro g' out th co ntry, th 
Elsewhere : Pakistan ,and Ne al. 

Conservation status : IW -'A : Sch Vi 'CAM Rl (' "" '~lV. "UI . 

, 
Body greyish to dar, br w _ ab v , lig t g Y b 1 'w, 

tail slightly longer than t 's ength, 8,.5-10 em, bie u _ 
nocturnal; . nhabits evergreen for t in hi' Iy 



Distribution: India: Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assaql, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland 
and Meghalaya. Elsewhere ! Myanmar, Bhutan, China, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. 

Conseroation status: IWPA: Sch. V; DO (Nationally & IGlobally). 

Ge tOmys 
C p' M 

This g,enus includes only one species, Diomys crumpi popularly called the Crump's 
Mouse or the Manipur Mouse .. It occurs in India .. Though it is popularly called mouse its 
prime ,char,acteristic features, such as, proodont incisors (i.e., incisors project forward) and 
condylobasal length exceeding occipitonasallength are normally found in theB.andicoot 
Rats, Nesokia and Bandicota. 

Manip r Mo se or Crump's Mo e, Diomy c umpt 

Body brownish grey abov'e, greyish white below, head and body length 10.2-13.5 cm; 
tail little longer than this length on average, bicoloured, deep brown above, greyish below; 
'earI"elatively largle; fur thick and soft, tail scantly haired; inhabits hilly terrain. 

Distribu.tion : India :: Bihar (Paresnath hills) and Manipur. Elsewhere: Nepal and Myanmar. 

Conserva:tion status' IUCN : LRnt; IWPA : Sch.V;CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

e Bandieo a 
ndl _O t Rat 

These are robust and specialised fossorial r.ats and epres1ented by two species 
in India. 



Also known as the Indian Mole Rat; body greyish 
br-own to blackish above, occasionaUy with a reddis 

ue, light to dark ~y be ow; size robust 13.2-23.7 
,em; tail sborter than this length, 9.9 20 em, dark and 
unicoloured; fur short and harsh; nocturnal and 
fossorial; inhabits extensive burrow system in 
cultivated fields and in and around godowns; one 
of the 'most serious crop pests in India and hoards 
large quantity of grains in its burrow. 

Dist,ribution : India. Almost throughout the 
country. Elsewhere : Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Myanmar, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos and Vi~tnam. 

Conservation s,tatus ; IWPA : Sch. V; CA'MP : LRk (NatioR&llly)# l)l) (l~lub.lll~·), 

te __ & .. _& .. ~ __ t 

Large and heavily build rat, body blackish bn}wn abuv ... -, gn.-y t...-Iow; hC:"ld .ll\.:1 t",~t~· 
length 24.S-30.5 cm; tail subequal to this length, 24.5-31,5 lom; d':lrk.lnd unkulu\u,\'\t fur 

harsh {spiny in some c,ases); 
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits 
self constructed burrow system in 
fields and residential complexes of 
rural and urban areas; feeds on 
grains, tubers, coms, roots,gr:asscs, 
molluscs, crabs and insects. 

Distribution : In,dia : Almost 
throughout India. Elsewhere: Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thiland, 
Vietnam, Laos., China, Malaysia 
,and Indonesia. 

Conse.rvation sta,tu5 : IWPA : Sch. 
V; CAMP: LRnt (Nationa Iy), DO 
(Globally). 

Sit 

It i nt" y in 

N' ok; 
. ~ll It {, 



A beavily build rat, reddish to slaty brown ,abov'e, white below, 
head ,and body length, 14.5-17.7 Iem; tail mueh shorter ,than this 
length (as its popular name implies), 8.4-10.5 em, dark and 
unicoloured; fur short and harsh in summer ,and soft in winter; 
noctwnal and fossoriali inhabits cultiv.ated fields, fruit or-chards 
and natural grasslands; makes burrows usually in soft, moist soil 
and bunds; feeds on young shoots, roots, grains, fruits and grasses. 

Distribution ~ India' Rajasthan, ' unjab, Haryana, De ., Uttar 
Pradesh, St ar ,and West Ben,ga . Elsewhere: Nepal, Banglades , 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and West to Egypt. 

Conservation status : IWPA :: 5eh. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), 
DD (Globally). 

Sort-tailed Bandicoot Rat, Nesolcia indica 

Genus Golunda 
Indian Bus at 

It is a thickset heavy rodent and vole ... like in appearance. This genus includes only a 
single species which also ocCW"S in India. 

de Bu h a , olunda ellioti 
Body ,greyish brown to blackish above, white to bluish grey below; head and body 

length 10.2-17.0 em; tail shorter than that length, 8.6-13.1 em, distinctly bicoloured, dark 
brown above, pale below; fur thick; inhabits forests) bushes, orchards and near cultivation; 
diurnal; feeds-on succulent vegetable matter, young shoots, berries and seeds. 

Distribution : India : Throughout the country in suitable habitats. Elsewhere : Pakistan, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Iran. -

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP ! LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globa y). 

G n s attus 
at 

Th's IS one of the largest genus in mammals in number of species. In India 11 species 
have been reported so jar, of which four .species, namely, the Miller's Nicobar Rat, the 
Zelebor's NicobarRat, the Miller's Andaman Rat and the Ranjmi's Field Rat ,are endemic 
to this country. 



BOdy having various shades of brown above, venter ,greYISh buff in 
indoor forms and white or creamy with a medial streak of grey or irn?gular 
grey patches in outdoor forms; head and body length 1 '1.(,,20.3 em; tail 
longer than this length, 15.9 25.6 em and unicoloured; fur short and harsh; 
nocturnal and primarily arborea ; inhabits diversified habitats, in hOuse5f 

cultivated fields, secondary forests in hilly a,nd plain areas; a serious pest 
of crops and seed grains, also feeds on insects. 

Di'stribution : India: Almost throughout the country. EIstu,htrt: 
Cosmopolitan, introduced 'wo d-w.ide in tropics and temperate zones. 

Conservation status! IWPA . Sch,. V; CAMP: LRlc (N,ationaUy), DO 
(G~obally). 

n 

Himalayan Rat, attus nitidus 
Body dusky brown above and silvery to dark grey below at times 'with a rusty tinge; 

head and body length 14.9 18.8 em, tail may be longer o,r shorter, 13.~21 em, uniroloure<i, 
dark; fur soft; arborea.l; inhabits montanae forests and near human dwelling at 685-2740 m 
altitude. 

Distribution ': India :Uttaranchal, West Bengal, Sikldmf Arunachal Pradesh~ Assam~ 
Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya a:nd Tripura. E,'~'rtrr : Bangladesh, Myanmar~ Nt-pat 
Bhutan, China, Laos, Thailand, 'Vietnam, Philippines and New Guinea. 

Conseroation status: IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP : 0 :0 (Nationally &I Globally). 

rawn at, attus noroegiCfl 

Body dark brown above, grey below, large in sizel head ,and body 'length 20. :~ .. ZC; ~"n'; 
tail shorter than that length, 18.3-21.3 em; obscurely bicoloureci; small l-ars; ntll"tun,al; 
inhabits godowns ,and nearby areas" 

Distribution: India: Almost throughout the country. f.,'St~"tl,(·n· : A Pald~,arcti(" Sl'l'('il~; 
now distributed throughout greater part of the world due to accidenta transportahun by 

uman agency_ 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. V; 'CAMP : lRic (Nationally), DO (Globally). 

S 0 es a a, attu 
Body brown to greyish brown above, white below; head and body length 1~ .. 20.b ('On,; 

tail sli,ghtly shorter than that length, 13.2-1,8,,1 em, distinctly bicoloun..-d, dark ab.:lvl', ",hit\' 
below; fur g'enerally soft; nocturnal; usuaUy lives in houses. 

Distr,ibution : India: Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal P:radesh. E/~l",~rr : I)nki~t.ln . 

Conservation status: Not known. 



esta Ra I Rattus turkestanicus 

Body brown to sandy brown above and white 
below in some population; in others rufous to dark 
brown above and white or greyish white be 'OWi head 
and body length 13.9-21.7 cm; tail longer than that 
length, 16-23 em, usually bicoloured, dark ,above and 
white below and occasionally unico oured; fur usually 
soft, sometimes stiffer; inhabits coniferous forests, 
barren rocky mountains, cultivated fields and in and 
around human habitation at high altitudes 1200-4250 
mi feeds primarily on vegetable matter, occasionally 
insects. 

Distribution: India: Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, UttarnahcaI, Sikkim and West Bengal 
(Darjeerng dis'trict). Eisewh.ere : Pakistan, Nepal, 
Afghanistan,C' ~ a, Iran and Kirghizia. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DO 
(Nationally & Globally). 

Turkestan Rat, ,Rattus ,turlcestanicus 

Sikk·m Ra I Rattus sikkimensis 
Similar to the Common House Rat in appearance; its longer black hair on the mid­

dorsal line of the body and pure white underparts make it distinctive; head ,and body 
length 14-19 cm; tail longer, 15.6-23.7 cm; habits and habitat similar to those of the Conunon 
House Rat. 

Dis,tribution : India : Sikkim, West Beng,al (Oarjeeling district), Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere' Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, China, 
Laos, Vietnam, CambodIa., Hong Kong,. 

Conservation status ,: IUC,N : VU; fWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: DO (Nationally & Globally) 

'Temminck's Rat, Rattus tanezumi 
La~ger species, underparts dusky; he,ad and body length 16.2-18.5 cm; tail larger than 

this length, 19.5-23.5 ,em long. 

Distribution: India: Arunachal Pradesh., Manipur, Assam, West Bengal, Sikkim, Andhra 
Pradesh, Kamataka, Ker,ala and Andaman and Nicobar islands. Elsewhere: Nepal., Bhutan, 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, China, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Molluccas, Micronesia Islands 
of Eniwetok, New Guinea, Taiwan and Vietnam. 

Conserva.tion status: Not known. 



ALFRED 

The following four species of Rattus are endemic to India, of 'whkh thn.'e are c-onfined 
to Andaman and Nicobar islands and the remaining one is found in Kerala. 

Mil's co ,rr~ 1 

Body having a fine grizzle of dark brown or russet above, light buff or creamy ~low; 
large, head and body length 21 .5 em; taU subequal to that length, 21 ,.Sem, unicoloured 
and wWormly dark brown; hind foot Ions; fur soft; endemic to India; habits not known. 

Distribution: India : Reported only from the Trinket island I Nicobar. 

Conservation status: IUCN : VU. 

's ic~ · .... - .. a, a IS p 

Body dark brown above, white below; large, head and body length 21.5 em; taU shortl"-, 
21.Scm, unico oured, wholly dark; hind foot lo:ng, fu'r harsh and ~pinoU8; endemic to 
India; arboreal; inhabits crown of palm 'trees, leaps from tree ,to tree (MUler, '1'9(2). 

Distribution: India: Reported from Nicobar ISlands (probably Greal Nicobar). 

,Conseroation status : IUCN : VU;IWPA : Sch. 'V; CAMP: VU. 

· e's __ a._ -·--...... d 

Body having a coatSe grizzle of dark brilwn and ochrareous buff on upper surfa~ ,an,d 
grey below, large and heavily build, head and body length 24.~ em; tail short~rf .'1.] em. 
faintly bicoloured; hind foot lon~ greyish brown; fur harsh 8'nd spinous; ,end,,·mic to 
India; inhabits f~:rests . 

. z Distribution : India : Confined to Andaman islands (South Andaman. Liet1", Andan\an 
and Henry Lawrance islands). 

Conse.rvat.ion status: IUCN : VU;IWPA : Sch. 'V; CAMP : DO (N.lti(lnal y & CI'Ol,l.ll:lyt 

d t, . 
a liS r nJ,n 

Body bistre above and darker on posterior quarter, dirty 'white tx'lo~'; lal'Ke in Sll. .. \ 

head and body length 16,.2-26.1 em; t,ai ,equal or shorter than that Il'ngth. 15.7-23 .. 2 \"nl. 

'unicoloured; hind foot long, fur ' ,ong, having soft spines; endemic to India. \,\lUe\ .. t .. -d tnlnl 
rice field. 

,Distribut,ion ; India: Found In I<era a. 

Conseroation status: IUC'N : VU; IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP: VU (Nationally). DO «.lob.lUy). 



Gen s Millardia 
ASIa Sof -furred Ra s 

In external appear,ance this genus rese I hies Rattus, but its toes are shortened, the fifth 
one scarcely re.aches the fourth and its tail is usually subequal to head and body length. 
Three species of Millardia occur in India, of which one species, the Large .Metad is endemic 

to this country. 

So t urred etad, Mil.lardia meltada 

Body grey to dark brown above, grey to gre~h white below; head and bOdy length 
11.5- 5 .. 4 em; tail shorter than that length, 9.2-13.1 CUl, bicoloured, dark above ,and pale 
below; nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits irrigated crop fields and grasslands, also in gravely 
so' 

Distribution : India : Throughout the COWltry except Northweast. Elsewhere : Nep.al, 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Conseroation status : IWPA . Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Sa d coloured Me ad, Millardia gleadowi 

Body sandy brown abo¥e, white below, a fulvous patch prese t on throat; head .and 
body en,gth 7.7..;9.3 em; tail equal to or shorter than this length,6.7-9.3 ,an, usually bicoloured, 
dark above, white below, occasionally unicoloured, pale; inhab'ts dry sandy and rocky areas; 
nocturnal; primarily graminivorous, also feeds on buds and tender shoots. 

Distributicm : lndia : Rajasthan and Gujarat. Elsewhere :-Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. V; LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

La ge etad, Millardia kondana 

Body dark brown above, greyish white below; head and body length 16.8-20 em; tail 
(.) shorter than this length, 11.5 18..6 em, .faintly bicoloured, dark above, greytSh below; endemic 

·to India; nocturnal; inhabits burrows on a plateau at 1270 altitude having bushes and 
W some trees. 

Z Dis.tribution : !n,dia : Known only from its type locality, Singarh (Pune, Maharastra) 

Conservation status: lUeN : EN; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : VU. 



A 

Genus mys 
Soft fu-.. --

Rats ,of this genus a.re also .soft-fu~, but their tails are longer than their he.ld and 

body and their fifth toes of hind feet long. Three species of Cn"'''f()',''Ys ,an- kno~'n tn)m 
India, of which two species, the Cutch Rock Rat and the Large Rock Rat are ~nd(.·mil- to 

India. 

Cu c R k Rat,remnomys utelr ·CU 

Body dull grey to brown above, whi,te below, sometimes mixl-d 'with grey; ht-ad and 

body length 10.~12.1 em; tail longer, 13.2-15.6 em, unicoiouR.'(1, dar,k or indisbnt11~f 
bicolouredi fur soft; endemic to India; prefers rocky habitat with sparse..· vl~t:'tati()n; dit-f 

W primarily plant material, occasionally insects. 

Distribution: India: Gujarat, Rajasthan, Kamat,aka, Tamil Nadu, Andhr:a Ilradlash .1nd 
Bihar. 

Conservation status: WPA: Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc. 

Large oc a , Cremnomys Ivir 

Body brownish grey above, greyish white below; head and body length 12.6·14 ,, '~ em; 

tail longer, 18-19.6 em, faintly bicoloured, dark above, pale below; endemic 10 India; 
habits and habitat not known. 

Distribution: 'India: Known only from the type locality in Tamil Nadu U(urambapatti. 
Salem district). 

Conservation status: rueN: VU; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: VU" 

......... "aafo d' _ t, Cremno,my blanford; 

Body ,grey to :reddish brown above, white below; head ,and body length 15.1-18.2 em; 

tail longer, l8,.5-20.,8cm, bicolou~, whoUy dark proximally and YtthuUy \\'hit'e distally; 
lives in rocks, boulders and c,aves in scrub jun,gle and dry deciduous forests; nocturnal; 
diet primarily plant material ,and occasionally insects. 

Distribution : India : West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh~ Tamil Nadu~ Kt.'ral41. 
Maharastra, Goa, Kamataka and Madhya Pradesh. EJsnt)lr~" :: Sri Lanka. 

Conservation status :: IWPA ! Sch. V; CAMP: Rnt (Nationally)' DO (Globally), 



Genus Berylmys 
Wood Ra s 

T _ i g nus is similar to Rattus but externally distinctive in 'having dense, crisp, iron 
grey fur. T fee spec' es of BenJlmys occur in India. 

Bower's Rat, Berylmys bowersi 
Body larg,e-sized, dark brown to brownish grey above, white below; head and body 

length 23,6-28.5 em; tail slightly longer, 24.9-29,2 cm, brown in prox' al part and whol y 
white in distal one fifth; nocturnal and fossorial; usually inhab'ts primary for sts a d 
h'ghlands above 600 m, also in cultivated ·elds. 

Distribution : India : Arunac _al Prade h, Assam, Man 'pu, Mizoram, Nagal.and and 
Meghalaya. Elsewhere: Myanmar, China, Vietnam, Malaya Peninsula, Indones'a, aos 
a d Thailand. 

Conservation s,tatus : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: EN (Nationally), DD (Globally). 

Mac e z· e's Rat, Berylmys mackenziei 
Body iron-grey to dark grey abovle, wh''te below; head and body length 16-22 cm; tail 

15-25 .. 4 em, brown in proxima part and wh'te in distal one-third to one-half; inhab'ts 
montane forests at 1000-2000 m alftude .. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and Meghalaya. Eisewhe~e : Mya ' ar, 
China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. V; CAMP: LRlc (Nationally), DO (G obally). 

Mani ur Rat, Berylmys manipulus 

Body having dense crisp, iron grey pe age above, wh'te below; head and body Iengt 
13,.5-18 em; tail equal or longler than that length, 14- 8.7 em, proximal part brown a d 
distal one-third whit-e; nocturnal and fossoria1; usually inhab'ts oak scrub, evergreen forests 
and riverine 'meadows at 80-1650 m alt~tudei feeds on plant material, insects and 
earthworms. 

Distribution: India: Assam, Manipur ,and Nagaland. Elsewhere: Myanmar. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP: DD (Nationally '& Globally). 

Genus Leopoldamys . 
Long-tailed G·ant Rats 

This genus can be externally d' fferentiated hom Rattus by its larger body, much longer 
ta'l and, shorter and thinner fur. In I dia, it is represented by single species, as follows. 



A 

Edward', eopoldamys dward · 

Body large sized, brown above, slightly darke'r in the middle, white below; head and 
body length 21-25.8 cm; tail much longer than that length~ 26.4-31.5 em, bicoloured, dark 
brown ,above, greyishtlo white below, .fur short and spiny; inhabits montane fon.~ts . 

Distribution: In,dia West Bengal (OalijeeUng dis'tricO, S:ikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere: Myanmar, China~ Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

Conservation status: lWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: DO (Nationally &£ Globally), 

Members of this genus include soft, densely furred rats which inn •• bit high altitude. In 
India, Nivive,nter is represented by six speceis, all of which are richly colountd above.- .lnd 
whitish or paler below. 

, Nivi r I,Ia 

Body reddish brown above, ,grey below sharply contrastoo with 'bac'k; ,fur dl·n~ an,! 
spineless,; face with a dark ring around eyes; head and body length 14·15.5 ('n,; tai:1 
considerably long, 21.5-24 em, bicoloured, dark above, whitish below, modl~rall·ly hai~1 

and tends to be tufted at the tip; inhabits coniferous and rhododendrun fOrl-~ts and Nm~l(' 
thickets at high altitude from 2250-3700 m; diet primarily insects, also vt."geta't-Je matll'r. 

Distribution! .India: In the Himalaya in Sikkim andWcst Bengal (Darj(.'\~linA d :istricl~ . 

Elsewhere: In the mountaneous region of Nepal, Myanmar and China .. 

Conservation status' IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP: VIU (Nationally), D'D (Globally). 

a aya C e 

Body fulvous to reddish brown above, white 
below, fur spiny and soft; head and body length 
11.2-1,6.4 em; tail considerably longer, 13.7 .. 22.3 
cm., bicoloured, dark above, pale below, ,also 
occasionally unicoloured; fur spiny or soft; 
nocturnal ,and fossoriai, inhabits evergreen 
forests, shrubs, r,ocks near water; diets primarily 
plant material, occasionaUy ins'ects. 

Distribution : India : In the Himalaya in 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttar,anchal,West Bengal 
<Oarjeeling district), Sikkim, ,Arun,achai Pradesh, 
Assam, Manipur and M,eghal.aya. 

Him. avan Ch •• tnut Aat" Nlvlvent., lulve.cen. 



Elsewhe~e : A montane rat found in Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar, China, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Laos and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. Vi LRlc (Nationally), DO (Glob-idly). 

• I alaya W - e-be I- ed at, Niviventer niviventer 

Body dark grey above,white below, sharply 
demarcated on sides; fur spiny or soft; head and 
body length 11.4-16.6 em; tail moderately long, 14.2-
20.5 em; bieoloured, dark above and whitish belowi 
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits montane forests 
up to 3600 m near streams; diets primarily vegetable 
'matter, occasionally insects. 

Distribution : India: ima,ch.ai pradesh, 
Uttaranehal, West B.engal (Darjeeling district), 
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 
Nagaland and Meghalaya,. Elsewhe~e : In the 
mountains of Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, 
C,ambodia, IChina, Formosa, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Laos and Vietnam. 

Conservation status: IWPA: Sch. V; CAMP: DO 
(Nationally & Globally). 

Hilmalayan White-bellied Rat, 
Nivlventer niviventer 

a ta- ed a aya Ra I Niviventer langbianis 
Body brownish grey above, bright orange-brown on flanks, white below; head and 

body length 14 em; tail longer, 14.8 em, unicoloured, dark; fur soft, occasionally spinous; 
inhabits primary ,and secondary forests. 

Distribution : India: Assam. Elsewhere : Myanmar, Thailand, Laos ,and Vietnam. 

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch.V; CAMP: DD (Nationally & Globally). 

o as' C es n Ra _, Niviventer brahma 
Body orange brown above, greyish below; head and body length 14-15.5 em; tail 

considerably longer, 21.5 ... 24 em, hairy, penicillate, faintly bicoloured, dark above, greyish 
below; fur soft, dense and long; inhabits cool, moist, dense temperate forests at about 1800 
m a titude. 

Distribution :: India : Arunachal Pradesh ,and Assam. Elsewhere : Myanmar. 

Conservation status : IWPA :: Sch. V; CAMP :: EN (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



A et Ill. 

en~as~~eri at, 'Vlve 

'Body large, yellowish above, white below, tip of tail sightly tufted. 

D,istribution : India : Mizoram and Assam. ,Elsewhere: Myanmar and Vietnam. 

Conservation ,status '. IWPA : Sch. Vi CAMP :: 0 :0 (Nationally '& Globally). 

D~nomys is ,a large ~a,t without having any characteristic external distinguishing ft. .. ,ature,. 

However, it can be distinguis ed by the presence of large and broad mawlary tooth row's 
and small bulla. Its popular name is derived from its relatively large molar t .. ",-th. •• 
includes a single species, the Millard's Rat which also occurs in India. 

a n y 

A heavily build 'large rat, dark grey to brown above, f1«ked 'wi'th buft und~rsurf41",,\· 
silvery grey to greyis'hwhUe; head ,and body length 22.8-29 em; tail 'lon,gerl 32.S ,3J .~ "'m,, 
unicoloured, brown; found fromlOSO to 1830 m altitude; habits and habitat not kn()\,·n . 

Distribution: In,dia: West Bengal (Darjeeling district)., Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and 
Nagaland. Elsewhere : Nepal, China and Laos. 

Conservation statua : IWPA: Sch .. V; C,AMP : VU (Nationally), DO '(Globan~~) . 

This genus is monotypic and represented by ,the followin,g sp"'("il-S. It .1lsu O(~"\1~ tn 

India. 

'Body speckled brown above, 'pale fawn to greyish white bt-l\l\\' ,lnd .1 ,"IS.~' 'in~\' \'1\ 

rump; he,ad and body leng,th 9.814 em; tail 5 ightly o:nger, 12,·13.8 ,,'Om, bi.:,'I'lul\'\l. ''''4'r~ 

above and pale below; fur soft and spiny; inhabits oak pa'rkland, oak scrub and Il'\·\'~n.,·n 

fo~sts at 915-1220 m altitude; Eeeds mainly on tender shoots and Il'''V(-S. 

Distribution: India: Manipur and Assam,. E/sro.·1,r('rc' : China. 

Conservation status ': IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DO (NationaUy &: Glub.,lly'). 



Fami_y DIPODI AE 
BIRCH MICE 

Members of this family are characterised by remarkab e adaptations for jumping. Their 
hind legs ,are four times longer or more than fo~ legs. Only single representative of this 
genus is ,found in India. 

C inese itch Mouse,Sicista concolor 
Small, mouse-like, drab grey fawn above, under parts paler; head and body length 

6.7 cmand tail fairly lon,g, 10.9 em ,and bicoloured. 

Distribution : Ind,", : Jammu &I<aShmir at an altitude of about 3000 m. Elsewhere: 
Pakistan, China, Chinese Turkistan and Parts of former USSR. 

Conserva,tion status: CAMP: DO (Nationally &: Globally). 

Fam]y HYS _ _CID _ 
PORCUPI _ S 

Porcupines can easily be identified by their ,characteristic long spines or ,quills which 
are modified d rsaI· h' These ums· · uall ' hed d L- 'h unIik'· h f o _ aIrS.. _ . q _ __ are us __ y s_ _ an grow u 'e5 et ose 0 

hedgehogs. Some other rodents also possess spines but these are not so 0 g ,and strong. 
Three species of porcupines occur in India. 

ndian Crested PoreulP'1 e, Hystrix Indics 



ALFRED et ale : R.od."CJ 

Largest porcupine of India, massive in bu'ld, h a an '_ 
short, less than one-fifth of hat len,gt ; ,a 'long, br wn re t f 
neck; coarse bristles cover shoulder and be Iy; ba,ck c v 
alternative bands of b~own and w ite; n tumal and t_ 
sa d dunes and deciduous forests; feeds prim r'ly n ve2_4 ~lal[Jle 0' ..... , ....... 

Distribution : India: hrou,gho t th 
west to . sreal and "' rth t Ru ian Tu 

Conservation status ; IW : Sch. IV; 

H.- 1 a ay n rest e SOC 

Similar to the Indian C sled Porro in but 
or absent; head and ody length 45-'75 cml til ' 

Hlme ayen Cre.tle •• Porcupine, Hptrlx btachyu,. 

nil), 

I I 



212 

. 
a c , Atherurus mac 'Ourus 

Smaller porcupine, head and body length 36-56 CDl: tail one-third to half of that length; 
no crest on head; soft flattened spines cover neck, shoulders and under surface ,of the 
body; spines of lumber region lon,ger and interspersed with white bristles: tail covered 
with scales, hav" ng short spiny bristles in between and with cluster of papery hairs ,at tip; 
nocturnal, lives in burrows among rocks in hilly areas, feeds an vegetable matter, insects 
and carrion. 

Asiatic 8,rus_ -tailed Porcupine, Atherurus maclOurus 

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya,. Elsewhere : Myanmar, China, 
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Malay Peninsula and adjacent islands. 

Conservation status: IWPA : Sch. ll; CAMP: EN (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



Order Lagomorp a includes rabbits, hares and pikas or mouse--ha~ . They can be 
convenient y differentiated from the rodents in having four incisors on the upper jaw (a 
large anterior pair and a smaller posterior pair) instead of two in the latter. M'ofrover, 
lagomorphs have the testes permanently external but in rodents these are placed in the 
,abdomen 'excepting in the breeding season. Indian Lagomorphs comprise two families. 

7 

This family includes o:nly one genus Ochoto,PUI, the members of which are populary 
,called the Pikas or the Mouse Hares,. These are somewhat smaD in 'size, somewhat lib a 
guineapig in build having small muzz e, small rounded head, short, broad and roundt'd 
ears, short legs (hind legs beingscan:ely longer than the fore) and tail absent. Indian Pikas 
are represented by seven species. All of them are found only in the Himalaya, usually on 
open rocky ground above the tree lme.However, in the eastern part ,of the 'Himalaya 'they 
are found ,at somewhat low'er altitude and inhabit pine forests of the steep slopes as w,ell 
as in the open ground. Pikas are diurnal ,or crepuscular and feed on plan't materia . The 
followin,g are the Indian Pikas. 

oyl hoton royl I 



Roy e' Pi a, Ochotona roylei 
Body reddish brown having a pale band over the nape; head and body length 15-20 

em; common Pika ,of the North~west and Western Himalayaj inhabits high ~levation of the 
Himalaya between 3400 and 4300 m' ope rocky ground and Pine and Rhododendron 
forests. 

IRoyle's Pika Ochotona roylel 

Distribution: India: Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttaranchal. Elsewhere 
: Himalayan mountains in Pakistan. TIbet, Nepal ,and Myanmar; Central Asia and China. 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (G obally). 

o ·,S · a, Ochotona hibetana 

Body rich russet brown above, buff be ow; brown fur on the back side continues across 
the throat like a ,collari inhabits the Himalaya at 1800 ... 4100 m ,altitude in rocky areas in 
rhododendron forests and bamboo thickets. 

Distribution : India ! Sikkim.Elsewhere ! TIbet, Bhutan, Myanmar and China 

Conservation status: CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally) 

e ika, Ocho ona forres i 

Body reddish brown having ,grey patches behind each e,arj nape grey; inhabits 2500-
4500 m elev.ation 'Of 'the Himalaya in forested slopes. 

Dis,tribution : In,dia : Arunachal pradesh, Sikkim and Jammu &I<ashmir (Ladakh). 
Elsewhere : Bhutan, Myanmar and China. 

Conservation status: IUCN : LRnt; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DO (Globally). 



A 

Also popularly known ,as the 8lac'k .. Upped Pika; body sandy brown, lips black giving 
one of its popular name; nose black-tipped, a distinct rusty patch behind each ear; inhabits 
the Himalaya at 5000-8000 m altitude. 

Distribution: India: Silddm and Jammu & Kashmir (Ladakh). £/~'hnr : NtT-'1, TIl""at 
and China. 

Conservation status: C,AMP :EN (Nationally), 'DO (GlObally). 

, 
Body sandy brown or grey above and white below; exterior of .. ~,us rust''\lloun.'\l; 

inhabits the Himalaya at 43(J()..5400m altitude. 

Distribution: India: Ladak (Jammu &t Kashmid. £'~rt,rr . Pakistan and TIbl-t. 

Conservation status: CAMP. DO (National y) 



Body pale sandy brown above and pale grey below, having an indistinct buff line on 
its middle of the belly; found in alpine and subalpine forests. 

Nubra Pika, Ochotona nubrlcs 

Distribution : India: Ladak (Jammu & Kashmir),. Elsewhere ,: Nepal and TIbet. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (N,ationally & Globally). 

Larg - ared Pika, Ochoto a macrotis 
Body pa e-brow'sh grey with an ochre tinge; ears broader hay' g 10 g hairs inside; 

inhabits alpine forests at 2500-6000 m ,altitude~ 

Large-eared Pilka, Ochotons mSCf'iotls 

Distribution ! India: Ladakh (Jammu & Kashmir). E.lsewhere : Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, China, Kazakhastan, Kirghizistan ,and Tadzhikistan. 

Conservation status: CAMP: DO (N,ationally & Globally). 



Hares and Rabbits can be d'stinguished fr,om the Pikas by their long ears and hind ll·,~. 
and by the pNsenc,e of tail. Four species of hares ,occur in India. 

la k­ , 
n rr Iii 

Also called the Indian Ha~; head and 
body length 40-50 em; presence of a dark 
brown or blac,k patch on its neck from 
ears to shoulder ma'kes it distinctive and 
gives one of its popular name; upper 
surf,a,ce of tail black; preferred habitat 
bush a,nd jungles alternating with 
cultivated plains,. 

Distribution: India: Almost ,throughout 
tbe country. Elsewhere : 8,angJadesh, 
Bhutan, .Pakistan, Sri Lanka ,and 
Indonesia. 

Conservation sta,tus: WPA : Sch,. IV; CAM : LR c (Ncltiunclll~'), 1)1) «(;I\lh.,U~·) . 



Wo y a e, Lepus oi sto 

Body brown, rump pale, tail br-own above, dirty white below; head and body length 
40-50 cm; fur thick and curly; preterred habitat open rocky terra' n at 2500-5400 m altitude. 

Woolly Hare, epus oiostolus 

Distribution : India : Jammu '& Kashmir <Upper Indus Vally, Upper Sutlej Valley and 
Ladakh) and Sikkim. Elsewhere : Nepal, Tibet, China, Korea and Taiwan. 

Conservation status: CAMP : DO (Nationally &: Globally). 

Cape are, epus tolai 

Body grey, m xed with buff and 
black; head and body length 40 50 
em; ta' black; ears long and fringed 
black on inside; prefers open rocky 
areas. 

Distributton : India : Gilgit 
(Jammu & Kashmir), Elsewhere : 
Afghanistan, China, Kazakhastan, 
Mongolia, Russia and Caspian to 
Eastern Iran. 

Conserv,ation st,atus: Not known. 

C.ape Hare, epus to/s,I 



Body dark brow.n abov~, white below but chest brownish; head and body Il-ngth 40 .. 
50 CDl; tail shorte. -; fur ·coarse and bristly. 

It is also c.aHed the Assam Rabbit as it is not a hare. It :15 cl·osely related to the r·abbit 
because its ears and hind legs are shorter .and youngs are blind at birth and .nalu.-d; but, 
hares possess open eyes at birth and 8.l'e furnished with fur; inhabits terrai grasslands and 
forests of the Himalayan foot hills. 

Distribution: India: Assam, West Bengal and Uttar Pradeslt. E'$t'Whnr : Bangladesh and 
Nepal. 

Conservation status: IUCN : EN; IWPA: Sch. I, Part I, ROB! CR; CITES: A:ppendix II; 
CAMP :: NB. -
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Acinon,Yx 
Jubatu 9'7 

Ailurus 
fulgens 1.23 

'ticola 
albicauda 88 
,ar entatu 190 
,montosa 189 
roylei 188 
toliczkanus 189 
tracheyi 89 

A,mbo,lynx 
cine~eus 1 5 

Anathan,a 
ellioti 44 

Anourosorex 
squamipes 42 

Antilope 
cervicapra 159 

Apodemus 
d~aco 192 
ruslges 192 
wa~dl 192 

Arctictis 
binturong 109 

A rct,ogalidia 
trivirgata 110 

Arctonyx 
collaris 116 

A therurus 
macrourus 212 

Axis 
axis 162 
po~cinus 162 

Balaena 
mysticetus 131 

Balaenoptera 

aeutorostrata 130 

(Scientific names) 

borealis 129 
,edeni 29 

musculus 128 

physalus 28 

Bandicota 

bengalensis 199 

indica 199 

B,arbasteUa 

leucomelas 74 

Be,lomys 

pearsoni 81 

Berylmys 

bowersi 06 
mackenziei 206 

manipulus 206 
Biswamoyopterus 

biswasi 181 

Bos 

frontalis 151 

grunniens 151 
Bose,' ,aphus 

tragocamelus 152 

Bubalus 

bubalis 152 
Budorcas 

taxicolor 155 

Bunopithecus 

hoolock 91 

Callosciurus 

can ieeps 175 

erythraeus 175 

pygerythrus 175 
Canis 

aureus 94 

lu,pus 93 
alpinus 94 



Cannomys 

badi.us 185 
Capra 

falconer; 154 
sibirica 154 

Caprolagus 
hispid:us 213 

Cartlea' 
caracal101 

ea to"",,,a 
temmincki 100 

Cerous 
duvauc-elii 163 

eJaphus 1M 
eld;i 164 

unicolor 163 
Chaerep.hon 

plicatll 81 

Ch'imarrogale 
himalll.yica 42 

Chiropodomys 
gliro.ides 19.3 

Coe.I,ops 

frithi 64 
Cremnomys 

blanfordi 20S 
cutchicus 205 
elvi:ra 205 

Cricetulus 
.alticola 186 

migratorius 186 
Crocidllra 

andamanensis 38 
attenuata 39 

/uligino5a 39 
gueldenstaedti" 40 
hispida 38 
hors/it'di 40 
jenkinsi 39 

nicobor.ico 3q 

ptrgristll 39 

pullalll 40 

,Cuo" 
alpinus 94 

Cy"opterus 

bracl'yolis 50 

sphinx ·49 

Dllmontys 
,,,;lIardi 209 

Delph,;" .. s 
delphisl33 

D;om.ys 

crumpi 198 

Drmromys 

lorn aIr '175 

~rny; 176 
r,ufigenis 176 

DUloNg 
dugon '144 

Elephas 

mQx;mus ),46 

Eonycteris 
s~lattJ 51 

[othtllomys 
melanogasftr 190 

Eptesicus 
n.l5son; 71 

pac.hyotis 71 
.se,roli,nr,s 71 

late,i 71 

£quus 

kiong 148 
onager 148 

E~"etllurus 

ci"treus 180 

.~ .. , 
tit" , ~ 

.... ~ "'"I 

. 0" .. 



Euroscaptor 

micura 43 

Felis 
chaus 102 
silvestris 102 

Feroculus 

feroculus 40 

Fun,ambulus 

l.ayardi 174 

palm,arum 172 

pennanti 173 

sublineatus 173 

tris,triatus 173 

Gaz,ella 

benneUii 160 

Gerbillus 

gleadowi 187 

nanus 187 

Globicephala 

macrorhynchus 139 

Go lunda 

dlioti 200 

Grampus 

griseus 135 

Hadromys 

hurnei 209 

Harpiocephalus 

harpia 78 

Helarctos 

malayanus 124 

Hemiechinus 

collaris 34 

micropus 34 
nudiventris 35 

Hemitragus 

hylocrius 156 
jemlahicus 155 

Herpestes 

brachyurus 112 
edwa~dsii 111 

javanicus 112 
palus,tris 113 
smithii 111 
uroa 113 
vitt,;collis 111 

Hesperoptenus 
tickelli 7,4 

Hipposideros 
,armiger 62 

ater 6 

cineraceus 61 

diadema 63 

durg,Q,dasi 64 
fulvus 62 
galeritus 62 
hypophyllus 64 

,lankadiva 62 

,larvatus 63 

pomona 63 
schistaceus 64 

speoris 63 

Hyaena 

hyaena 96 

Hylopetes 
a,lboniger 182 
baberi 183 

fimbriatu.s 182 
phayrei 183 

Hypera,cnu,s 
tertiUs 190 
wynnei 190 

Hystrix 
brachyura 211 
indica 211 



Kerivoula 

hardwickei 76 
papillosa 76 

picta 75 

Kogia 

II 

breviceps 42 

simus 4-

;0 74 

Lagenodelph, 
hose; 134 

Latidens 
alimali; 4 

Lepus 
nigricoU' 7 
0; tolu 
toln; 2t. 

Leopoldamys 

,edward; 2 7 

Loris 
tard; radu' 

Lutra 
lutra 

L"fro' ale 
perspicillata 

Lynx 

lynx 0 

Macaea 

arctoide 87 
assamensis 8 
fascicul,a.ris 88 

m"'atta 85 
nemestrina 86 

radiata 85 
ilenus 87 

MlJcroglos6US 
sobr;,," 52 

MGnis 
crasslCDudata 169 

pentadactyla l' 
MGrmo,ta 

caudDta _ 78 

hi"""ay"n,, 17 
Martes 

flavigula 9 

foina 1 
gwatkinsi 1 

MegtUlermll 

lyra 

, pasma 7 

Me a rop 

,rip'.a"tf 2 

M 4p '" 
"otNI,t " lint 1 

Mellit1o," 

ctlpt' rrs·s 11 

M 10 tde 
,,, -<"I,aln 11 

p trso'lllta 117 

M -Iursll 

lIrsi"u 1 

rion 
I,urr;alla( , 

Mesoplod " 
de",..; sl,; " 1 _' 

Micron.y 
,,,i, .. ,,,, ~ 

Mic hi 

"U "ru 1 
iki", ,,;s 1 

MiUard"a 
, I ad wi 2 

ko"dana 
",.:ltada 2 



- , ~.. ~ -- ... " . "'~. ........."...- . I ~' ~ ~~, ~ .~ .J'''t ;'~'. ~: '. ~ 
. J , - II' 't"" • j " 

.... ., ~.... ..., - , ' .~ I .. 

~~.. . ~. ~ . . 
_ . Animals of India : Mammals 

Miniopterus 

magnater 79 
pusillus 79 
schreibersi '79 

Moschiola 

meminna 167 

Moschus 

chryso aster 166 

fuscus 166 

Muntiacus 
muntjak 65 

Murina 

aurata 77 

cycto,tis 77 

grisea '77 

huttcmi '77 
leucogaster 76 
tubinaris '7,8 

Mus 

booduga 95 
ceroicolor 195 

cookii 196 

{aumutus 196 

musculus 194 
pahari 197 

phillipsi 197 
platythrix 197 
saxicola 97 
terricol,or 195 

Mus tela 

altaica 120 

erminea 121 

kathiah 121 

putoriu 22 

lbirica 120 

strigidor a 122 
Myotis 

annectans 68 
blythii 68 

dauben tonii 69 

formosus 69 

hasseUU 69 

horsefi,eldii 69 

longipes 69 
montivagus 70 

murioola 70 

mystacinus 70 
sicarius 70 

siligorensis 70 

Naemorhedus 

garal156 
sumatraensis 57 

Nectogale 

,elegans 42 

Neofelis 

nebulosa 99 

Neophocaena 

phocaenoides 140 
Nesokia 

indica 200 

Niviventer 
brahma 208 

eha 207 
fulvesoens 207 

langbianls 208 

niviventer 208 
ten,aster 209 

Ny,ctalus 

leisleri 73 
montanus 73 

noctula 73 
Nycticebus 

coucang 84 

Ochotona 
curzoniae 215 
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fo"esti 21 
ladacensi 
macro,ti_ 216 
nubrica 2 6 

royl.ei 2 
thibetana 21 

o a 114 
brevirostris 1_ 3 

Orcinus 
orca 1 

Otocolobu 

manull 
Otomops 

wroughtoni 
Oton eteri 

h mprichii 74 

Ovis 
ammon 7 
vign i 1 

Paguma 

larvata 
an h ra 

leo 9 
pardu 
tigris 9' 

P,an tho lop 

hodgsonii 
'arado' rus 

herniaphroditu _ 0 
jerdoni 108 

Parascaptor 

leucura 43 

Pardo/eUs 
marmorata 03 

Pep 0 noc,ep,ha la 
electra 1 8 

Petauri ta 
elegans 80 

7 

" 

7 

1 
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Pse,udorca 

eras iden 139 
Pteropus 

faunulu _ 49 
giganteu 48 

hypomelanus 49 

melanotus 48 

vampyrus 48 

Rattus 
,burrus 203 

nihdus 201 

noroegieus 201 
palmarum 203 

ranjiniae 203 

rattus 201 

sikkime-nsis 202 

stoieus 203 

tanezuml 202 

turkestanicus 202 

vicerax 201 

Ratufa 
bicolor 176 
indica 177 
m,acroura 177 

Rhino,ceros 

unicornis 149 

Rhinolophus 
affin;s 58 

co natus 6 

ferrumequinum 57 
hip,posideros 58 

lepidus 59 
luctus 59 
macrotis 60 

mitratus 60 

pea rson i i 60 
pusillus 58 

rouxii 8 
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subbadius 59 
trifioliatus 60 

yunanensis 60 

Rhinopoma 
,hardwiekei 54 

microphyllum 53 
Rhizomys 

pruinosus 185 

Rouse'ttus 
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