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Ryley’s Spiny Mouse, Mus cookii

Bonhote’s Mouse, Mus famulus

_ ki,
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Indian Brown Spiny Mouse, Mus platythrix

Body dusky to dark brown above, white to greyish white below; head and body length
7.7-12.3 cm; tail shorter than this length, 5.1-8.1 cm, bicoloured, dark above and pale
below; fur spiny; endemic to India;
nocturnal and fossorial; found in sandy,
rocky and gravely habitats; diet
OMNivorous.

ENDEMIC

Distribution : India : Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Kamataka,
Maharastra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V;
CAMP : LRIc (Nationally), DD
(Globally).

Indian Brown Spiny Mouse, Mus platythrix

Wroughton’s Small Spiny Mouse, Mus phillipsi

Body brown to buff above and white below; head and body length 6.2-8 cm; tail
shorter than this length, 5-6.2 cm, bicoloured, dark above, pale below; fur spiny; occurs
only in Nepal outside Indian limit (Agrawal, 2000); nocturnal and fossonal; collected
from rocky habitats.

Distribution : India : Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Gujarat. Elsewhere : Nepal.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Elliot’'s Spiny Mouse, Mus saxicola

Body pale sandy to dark greyish brown above, white to dirty white below; head and
body length 7.1-11.2 cm, tail shorter than this length, 5.3-9.6 cm; fur soft or spiny; habit
and habitat similar to those of the Indian Brown Spiny Mouse.

Distribution : India : Throughout the country, the eastern limit being West Bengal.
Elsewhere : Pakistan and Nepal.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch V; CAMP : LRIc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Sikkim Mouse, Mus pahari

Body greyish to dark brown above, light grey below, head and body length 7.5-9.9 cm;
tail slightly longer than this length, 8.5-10 cm, bicoloured, dark grey above, pale below;
nocturnal; inhabits evergreen forests in hilly areas.
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Distribution : India : Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland
and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : Myanmar, Bhutan, China, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; DD (Nationally & Globally).

Genus Diomys
Crump’s Mouse
This genus includes only one species, Diomys crumpi popularly called the Crump’s
Mouse or the Manipur Mouse. It occurs in India. Though it is popularly called mouse its
prime characteristic features, such as, proodont incisors (i.e., incisors project forward) and

condylobasal length exceeding occipitonasal length are normally found in the Bandicoot
Rats, Nesokia and Bandicota.

Manipur Mouse or Crump’s Mouse, Diomys crumpi

Body brownish grey above, greyish white below, head and body length 10.2-13.5 cm;
tail little longer than this length on average, bicoloured, deep brown above, greyish below;
ear relatively large; fur thick and soft, tail scantly haired; inhabits hilly terrain.

Distribution : India : Bihar (Paresnath hills) and Manipur. Elsewhere : Nepal and Myanmar.
Conservation status : TUCN : LRnt; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Genus Bandicota
Bandicoot Rats

These are robust and specialised fossorial rats and represented by two species
in India.
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Also known as the Indian Mole Rat; body greyish
brown to blackish above, occasionally with a reddish
hue, light to dark grey below; size robust 13.2-23.7
cm; tail shorter than this length, 9.9-20 cm, dark and
unicoloured; fur short and harsh; nocturnal and
fossorial; inhabits extensive burrow system in
cultivated fields and in and around godowns; one
of the most serious crop pests in India and hoards
large quantity of grains in its burrow.

Distribution : India : Almost throughout the
country. Elsewhere : Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal,
Myanmar, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Greater Bandicoot Rat, Bandicota indica

Large and heavily build rat, body blackish brown above, grey below; head and body
length 24.5-30.5 cm; tail subequal to this length, 24.5-31.5 cm; dark and unicolounsd; tur

harsh (spiny in some cases);
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits
self constructed burrow system in
fields and residential complexes of
rural and urban areas; feeds on
grains, tubers, comns, roots, grasses,
molluscs, crabs and insects.

Distribution : India : Almost
throughout India. Elsewhere : Sri
Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thiland,
Vietnam, Laos, China, Malaysia
and Indonesia.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch.
V; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD Greater Bandicoot Rat, Bandicota indica
(Globally).

Genus Nesokia
Short-tailed Bandicoot Rat

It is represented by a single species in India.

Guarst Forest Depn

Proto Courtesy
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Short-tailed Bandicoot Rat, Nesokia indica

A heavily build rat, reddish to slaty brown above, white below,
head and body length, 14.5-17.7 cm; tail much shorter than this
length (as its popular name implies), 8.4-10.5 cm, dark and
unicoloured; fur short and harsh in summer and soft in winter;
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits cultivated fields, fruit orchards
and natural grasslands; makes burrows usually in soft, moist soil
and bunds; feeds on young shoots, roots, grains, fruits and grasses.

Distribution : India : Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal. Elsewhere : Nepal, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and West to Egypt.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally),
DD (Globally).

Short-tailed Bandicoot Rat, Nesokia indica

Genus Golunda
Indian Bush Rat

It is a thickset heavy rodent and vole-like in appearance. This genus includes only a
single species which also occurs in India.

Indian Bush Rat, Golunda ellioti

Body greyish brown to blackish above, white to bluish grey below; head and body
length 10.2-17.0 cm; tail shorter than that length, 8.6-13.1 cm, distinctly bicoloured, dark
brown above, pale below; fur thick; inhabits forests, bushes, orchards and near cultivation;
diurnal; feeds on succulent vegetable matter, young shoots, berries and seeds.

Distribution : India : Throughout the country in suitable habitats. Elsewhere : Pakistan,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Iran.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Genus Rattus
Rats

This is one of the largest genus in mammals in number of species. In India 11 species
have been reported so far, of which four species, namely, the Miller’s Nicobar Rat, the

Zelebor’s Nicobar Rat, the Miller’s Andaman Rat and the Ranjini’s Field Rat are endemic
to this country.
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Common House Rat, Rattus rattus

Body having various shades of brown above, venter greyish buff in
indoor forms and white or creamy with a medial streak of grey or irregular
grey patches in outdoor forms; head and body length 11.6-20.3 cm; tail
longer than this length, 15.9-25.6 cm and unicoloured; fur short and harsh;
nocturnal and primarily arboreal; inhabits diversified habitats, in houses,
cultivated fields, secondary forests in hilly and plain areas; a serious pest
of crops and seed grains, also feeds on insects.

Distribution : India : Almost throughout the country. Elsewhere :
Cosmopolitan, introduced world-wide in tropics and temperate zones.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRIc (Nationally), DD
(Globally).

Common House Rat, Ralfus rattus

Himalayan Rat, Rattus nitidus

Body dusky brown above and silvery to dark grey below at times with a rusty tinge;
head and body length 14.9-18.8 cm, tail may be longer or shorter, 13.3-21 cm, unicoloured,
dark; fur soft; arboreal; inhabits montanae forests and near human dwelling at 685-2740 m
altitude.

Distribution : India : Uttaranchal, West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya and Tripura. Elsewhere : Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal,
Bhutan, China, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, Philippines and New Guinea.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Brown Rat, Rattus norvegicus

Body dark brown above, grey below, large in size, head and body length 20.5-25 cm;
tail shorter than that length, 18.3-21.3 cm; obscurely bicoloured; small ears; noctumal;
inhabits godowns and nearby areas.

Distribution : India : Almost throughout the country. Elscwhere : A Palaearctic species;
now distributed throughout greater part of the world due to accidental transportation by
human agency.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Short-tailed Turkestan Rat, Rattus vicerex

Body brown to greyish brown above, white below; head and body length 15-20.6 cm;
tail slightly shorter than that length, 13.2-18.1 cm, distinctly bicoloured, dark above, white
below; fur generally soft; nocturnal; usually lives in houses.

Distribution : India : Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. Elsewhere : Pakistan.

Conservation status : Not known.
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Turkestan Rat, Rattus turkestanicus

Body brown to sandy brown above and white
below in some population; in others rufous to dark
brown above and white or greyish white below; head
and body length 13.9-21.7 cm; tail longer than that
length, 16-23 cm, usually bicoloured, dark above and
white below and occasionally unicoloured; fur usually
soft, sometimes stiffer; inhabits coniferous forests,
barren rocky mountains, cultivated fields and in and
around human habitation at high altitudes 1200-4250
m; feeds primarily on vegetable matter, occasionally
insects.

Distribution : India : Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarnahcal, Sikkim and West Bengal
(Darjeeling district). Elsewhere : Pakistan, Nepal,
Afghanistan, China, Iran and Kirghizia.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD
(Nationally & Globally).

Turkestan Rat, Rattus turkestanicus |

Sikkim Rat, Rattus sikkimensis

Similar to the Common House Rat in appearance; its longer black hair on the mid-
dorsal line of the body and pure white underparts make it distinctive; head and body
length 14-19 cm; tail longer, 15.6-23.7 cm; habits and habitat similar to those of the Common
House Rat.

Distribution : India : Sikkim, West Bengal (Darjeeling district), Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, China,
Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, Hong Kong.

Conservation status : IUCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally)

Temminck’s Rat, Rattus tanezumi

Larger species, underparts dusky; head and body length 16.2-18.5 cm; tail larger than
this length, 19.5-23.5 cm long.

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Assam, West Bengal, Sikkim, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Andaman and Nicobar islands. Elsewhere : Nepal, Bhutan,
Afghanistan, Cambodia, China, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Molluccas, Micronesia Islands
of Eniwetok, New Guinea, Taiwan and Vietnam.

Conservation status : Not known.
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The following four species of Rattus are endemic to India, of which three are confined
to Andaman and Nicobar islands and the remaining one is found in Kerala.

Miller’s Nocobar Rat, Rattus burrus

Body having a fine grizzle of dark brown or russet above, light buff or creamy below;
large, head and body length 21.5 cm; tail subequal to that length, 21.5 cm, unicoloured
and uniformly dark brown; hind foot long; fur soft; endemic to India; habits not known.

Distribution : India : Reported only from the Trinket island, Nicobar.
Conservation status : JUCN : VU.

Zelebor’s Nicobar Rat, Rattus palmarum

Body dark brown above, white below; large, head and body length 27.5 cm; tail shorter,
21.5 cm, unicoloured, wholly dark; hind foot long, fur harsh and spinous; endemic to
India; arboreal; inhabits crown of palm trees, leaps from tree to tree (Miller, 1902).

Distribution : India : Reported from Nicobar islands (probably Great Nicobar).
Conservation status : IUCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : VU.

Miller’s Long-footed Rat, Rattus stoicus

Body having a coarse grizzle of dark brown and ochraceous buff on upper surface and
grey below, large and heavily build, head and body length 24.9 cm; tail shorter, 19.3 cm,

faintly bicoloured; hind foot long, greyish brown; fur harsh and spinous; endemic to
India; inhabits forests.

Distribution : India : Confined to Andaman islands (South Andaman, Little Andaman
and Henry Lawrance islands).

Conservation status : [UCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Ranjini’s Field Rat, Rattus ranjiniae

Body bistre above and darker on posterior quarter, dirty white below; large in size,
head and body length 16.2-26.1 cm; tail equal or shorter than that length, 15.7-23.2 cm,

unicoloured; hind foot long, fur long, having soft spines; endemic to India, collected trom
rice field.

Distribution : India : Found in Kerala.

Conservation status : [UCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : VU (Nationally), DD (Globally).
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Genus Millardia
Asian Soft-furred Rats

In external appearance this genus resembles Rattus, but its toes are shortened, the fifth
one scarcely reaches the fourth and its tail is usually subequal to head and body length.
Three species of Millardia occur in India, of which one species, the Large Metad is endemic
to this country.

Soft-furred Metad, Millardia meltada

Body grey to dark brown above, grey to greyish white below; head and body length
11.5-15.4 cm; tail shorter than that length, 9.2-13.1 cm, bicoloured, dark above and pale
below; nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits irrigated crop fields and grasslands, also in gravely
soil.

Distribution : India : Throughout the country except North-east. Elsewhere : Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Sand-coloured Metad, Millardia gleadowi

Body sandy brown above, white below, a fulvous patch present on throat; head and
body length 7.7-9.3 cm; tail equal to or shorter than this length, 6.7-9.3 em, usually bicoloured,
dark above, white below, occasionally unicoloured, pale; inhabits dry sandy and rocky areas;
nocturnal; primarily graminivorous, also feeds on buds and tender shoots.

Distribution : India : Rajasthan and Gujarat. Elsewhere - Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; LRIc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Large Metad, Millardia kondana

Body dark brown above, greyish white below; head and body length 16.8-20 cm; tail
shorter than this length, 11.5-18.6 cm, faintly bicoloured, dark above, greyish below; endemic

to India; nocturnal; inhabits burrows on a plateau at 1270 altitude having bushes and
some trees.

Distribution : India : Known only from its type locality, Singarh (Pune, Maharastra).
Conservation status : TUCN : EN; IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : VU.
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Genus Cremnomys
Soft-furred Rats

Rats of this genus are also soft-furred, but their tails are longer than their head and
body and their fifth toes of hind feet long. Three species of Cremmomys are known from
India, of which two species, the Cutch Rock Rat and the Large Rock Rat are endemic to
India.

Cutch Rock Rat, Cremnomys cutchicus

Body dull grey to brown above, white below, sometimes mixed with grey; head and
body length 10.4-12.1 cm; tail longer, 13.2-15.6 cm, unicoloured, dark or indistinctly
bicoloured; fur soft; endemic to India; prefers rocky habitat with sparse vegetation; diet
primarily plant material, occasionally insects.

Distribution : India : Gujarat, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Bihar.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc.

Large Rock Rat, Cremnomys elvira

Body brownish grey above, greyish white below; head and body length 12.6-14.9 cm;
tail longer, 18-19.6 cm, faintly bicoloured, dark above, pale below; endemic to India;
habits and habitat not known.

Distribution : India : Known only from the type locality in Tamil Nadu (Kurambapatti,
Salem district).

Conservation status : [UCN : VU; IWPA : Sch. V;, CAMP : VU.

Blanford’s Rat, Cremnomys blanfordi

Body grey to reddish brown above, white below; head and body length 15.1-18.2 cm;
tail longer, 18.5-20.8 cm, bicoloured, wholly dark proximally and wholly white distally;
lives in rocks, boulders and caves in scrub jungle and dry deciduous forests; nocturnal;
diet primarily plant material and occasionally insects.

Distribution : India : West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Maharastra, Goa, Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh. Elsewhere : Sri Lanka.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally).
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Genus Berylmys
Wood Rats

This genus is similar to Rattus but externally distinctive in having dense, crisp, iron
grey fur. Three species of Berylmys occur in India.

Bower’s Rat, Berylmys bowersi

Body large-sized, dark brown to brownish grey above, white below; head and body
length 23.6-28.5 cm; tail slightly longer, 24.9-29.2 cm, brown in proximal part and wholly
white in distal one-fifth; nocturnal and fossorial; usually inhabits prlmary forests and
highlands above 600 m, also in cultivated fields.

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and
Meghalaya. Elsewhere : Myanmar, China, Vietnam, Malayan Peninsula, Indonesia, Laos
and Thailand.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Mackenzie’s Rat, Berylmys mackenziei

Body iron-grey to dark grey above, white below; head and body length 16-22 cm; tail
15-25.4 cm, brown in proximal part and white in distal one-third to one-half; inhabits
montane forests at 1000-2000 m altitude.

Distribution : India : Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : Myanmar,
China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : LRlc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Manipur Rat, Berylmys manipulus

Body having dense crisp, iron grey pelage above, white below; head and body length
13.5-18 cm; tail equal or longer than that length, 14-18.7 cm, proximal part brown and
distal one-third white; nocturnal and fossorial; usually inhabits oak scrub, evergreen forests
and riverine meadows at 80-1650 m altitude; feeds on plant material, insects and
earthworms.

Distribution : India : Assam, Manipur and Nagaland. Elsewhere : Myanmar.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Genus Leopoldamys
Long-tailed Giant Rats

- This genus can be externally differentiated from Rattus by its larger body, much longer
tail and, shorter and thinner fur. In India, it is represented by single species, as follows.
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Edward’s Rat, Leopoldamys edwardsi

Body large sized, brown above, slightly darker in the middle, white below; head and
body length 21-25.8 cm; tail much longer than that length, 26.4-31.5 cm, bicoloured, dark
brown above, greyish to white below, fur short and spiny; inhabits montane forests.

Distribution : India : West Bengal (Darjeeling district), Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,

Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : Myanmar, China, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia and
Indonesia.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Genus Niviventer
White-bellied Rats

Members of this genus include soft, densely furred rats which inhabit high altitude. In

India, Niviventer is represented by six speceis, all of which are richly coloured above and
whitish or paler below.

Little Himalayan Rat, Niviventer eha

Body reddish brown above, grey below sharply contrasted with back; fur dense and
spineless; face with a dark ring around eyes; head and body length 14-15.5 cm; tail
considerably long, 21.5-24 cm, bicoloured, dark above, whitish below, moderately hairy
and tends to be tufted at the tip; inhabits coniferous and rhododendron forests and bambuoo
thickets at high altitude from 2250-3700 m; diet primarily insects, also vegetable matter.

Distribution : India : In the Himalaya in Sikkim and West Bengal (Darjeeling district).
Elsewhere : In the mountaneous region of Nepal, Myanmar and China.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : VU (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Himalayan Chestnut Rat, Niviventer fulvescens

Body fulvous to reddish brown above, white
below, fur spiny and soft; head and body length
11.2-16.4 cm; tail considerably longer, 13.7-22.3
cm, bicoloured, dark above, pale below, also
occasionally unicoloured; fur spiny or soft;
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits evergreen
forests, shrubs, rocks near water; diets primarily
plant material, occasionally insects.

Distribution : India : In the Himalaya in
Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, West Bengal
(Darjeeling district), Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur and Meghalaya.

Himalayan Chestnut Rat, Niviventer fulvescens
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Elsewhere : A montane rat found in Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar, China, Indonesia,
Thailand, Laos and Vietnam.
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Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; LRIc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Himalayan White-bellied Rat, Niviventer niviventer

Body dark grey above, white below, sharply
demarcated on sides; fur spiny or soft; head and
body length 11.4-16.6 cm; tail moderately long, 14.2-
20.5 cm; bicoloured, dark above and whitish below;
nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits montane forests
up to 3600 m near streams; diets primarily vegetable
matter, occasionally insects.

Distribution : India : Himachal pradesh,
Uttaranchal, West Bengal (Darjeeling district),
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Nagaland and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : In the
mountains of Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar,
Cambodia, China, Formosa, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Laos and Vietnam.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD

. Himalayan White-bellied Rat,
(Nationally & Globally). Niviventer niviventer

Dark-tailed Himalayan Rat, Niviventer langbianis

Body brownish grey above, bright orange-brown on flanks, white below; head and
body length 14 cm; tail longer, 14.8 cm, unicoloured, dark; fur soft, occasionally spinous;
inhabits primary and secondary forests.

Distribution : India : Assam. Elsewhere : Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Thomas’ Chestnut Rat, Niviventer brahma

Body orange brown above, greyish below; head and body length 14-15.5 cm; tail
considerably longer, 21.5-24 cm, hairy, penicillate, faintly bicoloured, dark above, greyish
below; fur soft, dense and long; inhabits cool, moist, dense temperate forests at about 1800
m altitude.

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. Elsewhere : Myanmar.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (Globally).
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Tenasserim Rat, Niviventer tenaster
Body large, yellowish above, white below, tip of tail slightly tufted.

Distribution : India : Mizoram and Assam. Elsewhere : Myanmar and Vietnam.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Genus Dacnomys
Large-toothed Giant Rat
Dacnomys is a large rat without having any characteristic external distinguishing feature.
However, it can be distinguished by the presence of large and broad maxillary tooth rows

and small bulla. Its popular name is derived from its relatively large molar teeth. It
includes a single species, the Millard’s Rat which also occurs in India.

Millard’s Rat, Dacnomys millardi

A heavily build large rat, dark grey to brown above, flecked with buff, undersurface
silvery grey to greyish white; head and body length 22.8-29 cm; tail longer, 32.5-33.5 ¢m,
unicoloured, brown; found from 1050 to 1830 m altitude; habits and habitat not known.

Distribution : India : West Bengal (Darjeeling district), Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and
Nagaland. Elsewhere : Nepal, China and Laos.

Conservation statua : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : VU (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Genus Hadromys
Manipur Bush Rat

This genus is monotypic and represented by the following species. It also occurs in
India.

Hume’s Manipur Bush Rat or Hume’s Rat, Hadromys humei

Body speckled brown above, pale fawn to greyish white below and a rusty tinge on
rump; head and body length 9.8-14 cm; tail slightly longer, 12-13.8 cm, bicolouned, dark
above and pale below; fur soft and spiny; inhabits oak parkland, vak scrub and evergreen
forests at 915-1220 m altitude; feeds mainly on tender shoots and leaves.

Distribution : India : Manipur and Assam. Elsewhere : China.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. V; CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).
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Family DIPODIDAE
BircH Mice

Members of this family are characterised by remarkable adaptations for jumping. Their
hind legs are four times longer or more than fore legs. Only single representative of this
genus is found in India.

Chinese Birch Mouse, Sicista concolor

Small, mouse-like, drab grey fawn above, under parts paler; head and body length
6.7 cm and tail fairly long, 10.9 cm and bicoloured.

Distribution : India : Jammu & Kashmir at an altitude of about 3000 m. Elsewhere :
Pakistan, China, Chinese Turkistan and Parts of former USSR.

Conservation status : CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Family HYSTRICIDAE
PORCUPINES

Porcupines can easily be identified by their characteristic long spines or quills which
are modified dorsal hairs. These quills are usually shed and grow fresh unlike those of
hedgehogs. Some other rodents also possess spines but these are not so long and strong,.
Three species of porcupines occur in India.

Indian Crested Porcuplné, Hystrix indica
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Indian Crested Porcupine, Hystrix indica

Largest porcupine of India, massive in build, head and body length 60-90 cm; tail
short, less than one-fifth of that length; a long, brown crest of bristles present on head and
neck; coarse bristles cover shoulder and belly; back covered with long quills bearing
alternative bands of brown and white; nocturnal and fossorial; inhabits rocky habitat,
sand dunes and deciduous forests; feeds primarily on vegetable matter.

Indian Crested Porcupine, Hystrix indica

Distribution : India : Throughout the country. Elscwhere : Sri Lanka, Nepal, Pakistan,
west to Isreal and north to Russian Turkestan.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. IV; CAMP : LRIc (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Himalayan Crestless Porcupine, Hystrix brachyura

Similar to the Indian Crested Porcupine but dorsal crest on crown and neck rudimentary
or absent; head and body length 45-75 cm, tail short; quills on the back bearing only one
brown ring, rest white; nocturnal and
fossorial; inhabits self-dug burrow in
rocky habitat; feeds primanly on
vegetable matter.

- - istribution : India : Sikkim,
. AFunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
" . Mizoram, Nagaland and Meghalava
EPpewlwrc : Bangladesh, Nepal,
anmar, China, Indonesia, lLaos,
iland and Vietnam.

«  Conservation: status : ITUCN : VU;
CAMP : VU (Nationally), DD
(Globally).

Himalayan Crestiess Porcupine, Hystrix brachyura
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Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine, Atherurus macrourus

Smaller porcupine, head and body length 36-56 cm; tail one-third to half of that length;
no crest on head; soft flattened spines cover neck, shoulders and under surface of the
body; spines of lumber region longer and interspersed with white bristles; tail covered
with scales, having short spiny bristles in between and with cluster of papery hairs at tip;
nocturnal; lives in burrows among rocks in hilly areas; feeds on vegetable matter, insects
and carrion.

Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine, Atherurus macrourus

Distribution : India : Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. Elsewhere : Myanmar, China,
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Malay Peninsula and adjacent islands.

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. II; CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (Globally).



Order LAGOMORPHA

Order Lagomorpha includes rabbits, hares and pikas or mouse-hares. They can be
conveniently differentiated from the rodents in having four incisors on the upper jaw (a
large anterior pair and a smaller posterior pair) instead of two in the latter. Moreover,
lagomorphs have the testes permanently external but in rodents these are placed in the
abdomen excepting in the breeding season. Indian Lagomorphs comprise two families.

S1. No. Family No. of Genus  No. of Species No. of Endemic species
1. Ochotonidae 1 7 -
5 Leporidae 2 1 -
Total 3 11 -

Family OCHOTONIDAE
Pikas

This family includes only one genus Ochotona, the members of which are populary
called the Pikas or the Mouse Hares. These are somewhat small in size, somewhat like a
guineapig in build having small muzzle, small rounded head, short, broad and rounded
ears, short legs (hind legs being scarcely longer than the fore) and tail absent. Indian Pikas
are represented by seven species. All of them are found only in the Himalaya, usually on
open rocky ground above the tree line. However, in the eastern part of the Himalaya they
are found at somewhat lower altitude and inhabit pine forests of the steep slopes as well
as in the open ground. Pikas are diurnal or crepuscular and feed on plant material. The
following are the Indian Pikas.

Royle's Plka, Ochotona roylel
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Royle’s Pika, Ochotona roylei

Body reddish brown having a pale band over the nape; head and body length 15-20
cm; common Pika of the North-west and Western Himalaya; inhabits high elevation of the
Himalaya between 3400 and 4300 m in open rocky ground and Pine and Rhododendron
forests.

Royle’s Pika, Ochotona roylei

Distribution : India : Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttaranchal. Elsewhere
: Himalayan mountains in Pakistan. Tibet, Nepal and Myanmar; Central Asia and China.

Conservation status : CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Moupin’s Pika, Ochotona thibetana

Body rich russet brown above, buff below; brown fur on the back side continues across
the throat like a collar; inhabits the Himalaya at 1800-4100 m altitude in rocky areas in
rhododendron forests and bamboo thickets.

Distribution : India : Sikkim. Elsewhere : Tibet, Bhutan, Myanmar and China.
Conservation status : CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally)

Steppe Pika, Ochotona forresti

Body reddish brown having grey patches behind each ear; nape grey; inhabits 2500-
4500 m elevation of the Himalaya in forested slopes.

Distribution : India : Arunachal pradesh, Sikkim and Jammu & Kashmir (Ladakh).
Elsewhere : Bhutan, Myanmar and China.

Conservation status : TUCN : LRnt; CAMP : LRnt (Nationally), DD (Globally).
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Daurian Pika, Ochotona curzoniae

Also popularly known as the Black-lipped Pika; body sandy brown, lips black giving
one of its popular name; nose black-tipped, a distinct rusty patch behind each ear; inhabits
the Himalaya at 5000-8000 m altitude.

Distribution : India : Sikkim and Jammu & Kashmir (Ladakh). Elscwhere : Nepal, Tibet
and China.
Conservation status : CAMP : EN (Nationally), DD (Globally).

Ladakh Pika, Ochotona ladacensis

Body sandy brown or grey above and white below; exterior of cars rust-colounsd;
inhabits the Himalaya at 4300-5400 m altitude.

Distribution : India : Ladak (Jammu & Kashmir). Elsewhere : Pakistan and Tibet.
Conservation status : CAMP : DD (Nationally).
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Nubra Pika, Ochotona nubrica

Body pale sandy brown above and pale grey below, having an indistinct buff line on
its middle of the belly; found in alpine and subalpine forests.

Photo Courtesy : Otto Pfister

Nubra Pika, Ochotona nubrica

Distribution : India : Ladak (Jammu & Kashmir). Elsewhere : Nepal and Tibet.
Conservation status : CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Large-eared Pika, Ochotona macrotis

Body pale-brownish grey with an ochre tinge; ears broader having long hairs inside;
inhabits alpine forests at 2500-6000 m altitude.

Photo Courtesy : Otto Pfister

Large-eared Pika, Ochotona macrotis

Distribution : India : Ladakh (Jammu & Kashmir). Elsewhere : Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, China, Kazakhastan, Kirghizistan and Tadzhikistan.

Conservation status : CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).
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Family LEPORIDAE
Hares ano RaBBiTS

Hai‘es and Rabbits can be distinguished from the Pikas by their long ears and hind legs
and by the presence of tail. Four species of hares occur in India.
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Black-naped Hare, Lepus
nigricollis -

Also called the Indian Hare; head and
body length 40-50 cm; presence of a dark
brown or black patch on its neck from
ears to shoulder makes it distinctive and
gives one of its popular name; upper
surface of tail black; preferred habitat
bush and jungles alternating with
cultivated plains.

Distribution : India : Almost throughout
the country. Elsewhere : Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
Indonesia. Black-naped Hare, Lepus nigricollis

Conservation status : IWPA : Sch. IV; CAMP : LRIc (Nationally), DD (Globally)
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Woolly Hare, Lepus oiostolus

Body brown, rump pale, tail brown above, dirty white below; head and body length
40-50 cm; fur thick and curly; preferred habitat open mcky terrain at 2500-5400 m altitude.

>

Photo Courtssy : G. S. Rawat, WIl, Dehra Dun

Woolly Hare, Lepus oiostolus

Distribution : India : Jammu & Kashmir (Upper Indus Vally, Upper Sutlej Valley and
Ladakh) and Sikkim. Elsewhere : Nepal, Tibet, China, Korea and Taiwan.

Conservation status : CAMP : DD (Nationally & Globally).

Cape Hare, Lepus tolai

Body grey, mixed with buff and
black; head and body length 40-50
cm; tail black; ears long and fringed
black on inside; prefers open rocky
areas.

Distribution : India : Gilgit
(Jammu & Kashmir). Elsewhere :
Afghanistan, China, Kazakhastan,

Mongolia, Russia and Caspian to
Eastern Iran.

Conservation status : Not known.

Cape Hare, Lepus tolal

Photo Courtesy : Otto Pfister
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Hispid Hare, Caprolagus hispidus

Body dark brown above, white below but chest brownish; head and body length 40-
50 cm; tail shorter; fur coarse and bristly.

It is also called the Assam Rabbit as it is not a hare. It is closely related to the rabbit
because its ears and hind legs are shorter and youngs are blind at birth and naked; but,
hares possess open eyes at birth and are furnished with fur; inhabits terrai grasslands and
forests of the Himalayan foot hills.

Hispid Hare, Caprolagus hispidus

Distribution : India : Assam, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. Elsewhere : Bangladesh and
Nepal.

Conservation status : TUCN : EN; IWPA : Sch. 1, Part I; RDB : CR; CITES : Appendix Il;
CAMP : NE.
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Dugong 144
Dusky-striped Squirrel 173
Dusky Leaf-nosed Bat ol
Dwarf Sperm Whale 141
Eastern gbaslcllu 74
Eastern Mole 7
Egyptian Free-tailed Bat 8]
Egyptian Tomb Bat 55
Edward’s Rat 207
Eld’s Deer 21
Elephants 145
Elliot’s Spiny Mouse 197
Eurasion Lynx 101
Eurasian Pygmy Shrew 7
European Free-tailed Bat 80
Evening Bats 65

(F
False Killer Whale 139
False Vampires 56
Fawn-coloured Mouse 195
Ferret Badger 116
Fin Whale 128
Fishing Cat 105
Five-striped Palm Squirrel 173
Flying Foxes 47
Flying Squirrels 179
Forest Musk Deer 166
Four-horned Antelope 153
Fox 93
Fraser’s Dolphin 134
Free-tailed Bats 80
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Fruit Bats 47

Fulvous Fruit Bat 50
Fulvous Leaf-nosed Bat 62
Ganges Rgzr Dolphin 132
Gaur 151

Gerbils 183

Giant Squirrels 176

Goat 150

Goat-Antelope 153
Golden-backed Squirrel 22
Golden Cat 100

Golden Langur 89
Goose-beaked Whale 20
Goral 156

Gray-bellied Squirrel 175
Gray’s Flying Squirrel 180
Gray Shrew 39

Great Cats 97

Great Evening Bat 74

Great Himalayan Leaf-nosed Bat 62
Greater Bandicoot Rat 199
Greater False Vampire 56
Greater Horse-shoe Bat 57
Greater Mouse-tailed Bat 53
Greafer One-horned Rhinoceros 149
Greater Tube-nosed Bat 76
Greenland Right Whale 131
Grey Dolphin 135

Grey Long-eared Bat 72
Grey Mongoose 111
Grizzled Giant Squirrel 177
Gueldenstaedt’s White-toothed Shrew 40

Haena 96

Hairy-armed Bat 12
Hairy-faced Bat 68

Hairy-footed Flying Squirrel 181
Hairy-winged Bat 78

Hamsters 183, 186

Hanuman Langur 88

Hardwicke’s Field Mouse 25
Hardwicke’s Forest Bat 76
Hardwicke’s Wood Mouse 192
Hares 217

Harlequin Bat 73

Harvest Mouse 193

Hedgehogs 33

Hemprich’s Long-eared Bat 74
Hill Long-tongued Fruit Bat 52
Himalayan Crested Porcupine 211
Himalayan Marmot 178
Himalayan Mole 43

Himalayan Palm Civet 18
Himalayan Chestnut Rat 207
Himalayan Rat 201

Himalayan Shrew 7

Himalayan Stoat 121

Himalayan Striped Squirrel 174
Himalayan Tahr 155

Himalayan Water Shrew 42
Himalayan Whiskered Bat 12
Himalayan White-bellied Rat 208
Hispid Hare 219

Hoary-bellied Himalayan Squirrel 175
Hoary Bamboo Rat 185
Hodgson’s Brown-toothed Shrew 41
Hodgson'’s Flying Squirrel 180
Hodgson’s Bat 69

Hog Badger 116

Hog Deer 162

Honey Badger 117

VHoolock Gibbon 91

Horsefield’s Bat 69
Horsefiled’s Shrew 40
Horsefield’s Leaf-nosed Bat 63
Horse-shoe Bats 57

House Mouse 194

House Shrew 36

Hume’s Manipur Bush Rat 209
Hump-back Whale 130
Hume’s Rat 209

Hutton’s Tube-nosed Bat 77
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Indian Antelope 21

Ibex 154

Indian Bison 21

Indian Brown Spiny Mouse 197
Indian Bush Rat 200

Indian Crested Porcupine 211
Indian Desert Gerbil 188

Indian Elephant 146

Indian Flying Fox 48

Indian Fox 95

Indian Gazelle 160

Indian Gerbil 187

Indian Giant Flying Squirrel 179
Indian Giant Squirrel 177
Indian Hedgehog 34

Indian Long-eared Hedgehog 34
Indian Long-tailed Shrew 41
Indian Long-tailed Tree Mouse 194
Indian Mole Rat 25

Indian Muntjak 165

Indian Palm Squirrel 23

Indian Pangolin 169

Indian Pipistrelle 67

Indian Pygmy Pipistrelle 67
Indian Rhinoceros 20

Indian Spotted Chevrotain 167
Indian Wild Ass 20

Indo-Pacific Hump-backed Dolphin 135
Intermediate Horse-shoe Bat 58
Irrawaddy Squirrel 23
Irrawaddy Dolphin 133

Island Flying Fox 49

Jackal 93

Javan Pipistrelle 65
Jenkin’s Spiny Shrew 39
Jerdon’s Palm Civet 108
Jungle-striped Squirrel 173
Jungle Cat 102

Kashmir Red Deer 164
Kashmir Cave Bat 69

" Animals of India : Mammals

Kashmir Field Mouse 25
Kashmir Wood Mouse 192
Kelaart’s Leaf-nosed Bat 62
Kelaart’s Long-clawed Shrew 40
Kelaart’s Pipistrelle 66
Khajuria’s Leaf-nosed Bat 64
Kiang 148

Killer Whale 138

Kolar Leaf-nosed Bat 64
Kuhl’s Pipistrelle 67

Kulan 148

Ladakh gmster 186

Ladakh Mountain Vole 189
Ladakh Pika 215

Langurs 88

Large-eared Pika 216
Large-eared Yellow Bat 73
Large-toothed Rat 26

Large Bandicoot Rat 26
Large Flying Squirrels 179
Large Indian Civet 106

Large Kashmir Flying Squirrel 183
Large Metad 204

Large Rock Rat 205

Layard’s Striped Squirrel 174
Leaf-nosed Bat 61, 64

Least Horse-shoe Bat 58
Least Leaf-nosed Bat 61

Least Pipistrelle 13

Leisler’s Bat 12

Leopard 99

Leopard Cat 104

Lesser Bandicoot Rat 199
Lesser Cats 100

Lesser Dog-faced Fruit Bat 50
Lesser False Vampire 57
Lesser Giant Flying Squirrel 180
Lesser Horse-shoe Bat 58
Lesser Mouse-cared Bat o8
Lesser Mouse-tailed Bat 54
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Lesser Noctule 73

Lesser Shrew 42

Lion 98

Lion-tailed Macaque 87

Little Grey Hamster 186
Little Hairy-footed Gerbil 187
Little Himalayan Rat 207

Little Nepalese Horse-shoe Bat 59

Little Tube-nosed Bat 77
Long-tailed Marmot 178
Long-winged Tomb Bat 54
Loris 83

Macaquegi

Mackenzie’s Rat 206

Madras Tree Shrew 44
Mainland Serrow 22
Malabar Civet 106

Malabar Spiny Dormouse 184
Malabar Squirrel 23
Malayan Giant Squirrel 176
Malayan Large Flying Fox 48
Malayan Sun Bear 124
Mandelli’s Mouse-eared Bat 70
Manipur Mouse 198
Manipur Rat 206

Marbled Cat 103

Markhor 154

Marmots 172, 178

Martens 114, 118

Marsh Mongoose 113
Masked Palm Civet 109
Megachiroptera 46
Melon-headed Whale 138
Mice 183, 194
Microchiroptera 53

Millard’s Rat 209

Miller’s Andaman Rat 28
Miller’s Long-footed Rat 203
Miller’s Nicobar Rat 203

Miller’s White-toothed Shrew 40

Minke Whale 130
Mitred Horse-shoe Bat 60

Mole Shrew 42

Moles 43

Mongooses 110
Monkey 84

Mount Popa Pipistrelle 68
Mountain Noctule 73
Mountain Vole 189
Mountain Weasel 120
Moupin’s Pika 214
Mouse-tailed Bats 53
Mouse Deer 167
Murree’s Vole 190
Musk Deer 165

Naked-rumped Tomb Bat 55
Namdhapa Flying Squirrel 181
Nayan 157

Nepalese Whiskered Bat 70
Nicobar Flying Fox 49
Nicobar Long-fingered Bat 79
Nicobar Spiny Shrew 39
Nicobar Tree Shrew 45

Nilgai 152

Nilgiri Langur 90

Nilgiri Marten 119

Nilgiri Tahr 156

Niphan's Tail-less Fruit Bat 52
Northern Bat 71

Norway Rat 27

Nubra Pika 214

Old World Harvest Mice 192
Old World Wood Mice 192
Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel 175

Otters 114
Painted Bat 75

Pale Gray Shrew 39
Pallas’s Cat 103
Pallas’s Squirrel 175
Panda 123

Pangolins 169
Papillose Bat 76



Pantropical Spotted Dolphin 137
Particoloured Flying Squirrel 182
Pearson’s Horse-shoe Bat 60
Pegu’s Pipistrelle 66
Pencil-tailed Tree Mice 193

Pere David’s Vole 190

Perny’s Long-nosed Squirrel 176
Peter’s Tube-nosed Bat 77
Phayre’s Flying Squirrel 183
Phayre’s Leaf Monkey 90

Pigs 167

Pig-tailed Macaque 86

Pikas 213

Pole Cat 118, 120

Porcupines 210

Porpoises 140

Pouch-bearing Bat 56

Punj 22

Pygmy Field Mouse 195

Pygmy Flying Squirrel 24
Pygmy Gerbil 25

Pygmy Hog 168

Pygmy Sperm Whale 142
Pygmy White-toothed Shrew 36

Rabbits 217

Ranjini’s Field Rat 203
Ratel 117

Rats 183, 200

Red Bear 17
Red-cheeked Squirrel 176
Red Flying Squirrel 24
Red Giant Flying Squirrel 179
Red Panda 123
Red-toothed Shrew 41
Rhesus Macaque 85
Rib-faced Deer 21

Right Whales 131
Rhinoceros 149

Risso’s Dolphin 135
River Dolphin 132

Roof Rat 28

Rorquals 127
Rough-toothed Dolphin 136
Round-eared Tube-nosed Bat 77
Royle’s Mountain Vole 188
Royle’s Pika 214
Ruddy Mongoose 111
Rufous Horse-shoe Bat 58
Rusty-spotted Cat 104
Ryley’s Spiny Mouse 196

(8
Salim Ali’s Fruit Bat 49
Sambar 163
Sanborn’s Long-fingered Bat 79
Sand-coloured Metad 204
Savi’s Pipistrelle 68
Savi's Pygmy Shrew 6
Schneider’s Leaf-nosed Bat 63
Schreiber’s Long-fingered Bat 79
Scully’s Tube-nosed Bat 78
Sea Cow 144
Sei Whale 129
Serotine 71
Serrow 157
Shapu 22
Sheep 150, 153
Short-finned Pilot Whale 139
Short-nosed Fruit Bat 49
Short-tailed Bandicoot Rat 200
Short-tailed Tibetan Hamster 25
Short-tailed Turkestan Rat 201
Shrews 35
Siberian Ibex 22
Siberian Weasel 120
Sikkim Long-clawed Shrew 41
Sikkim Mouse 197
Sikkim Vole 191
Sikkim Rat 202
Siligori Bat 70
Silvery High Mountain Vole 24
Silvery Mountain Vole 190
Slender Loris 83
Sloth Bear 125
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Slow Loris 84

Small-clawed Otter 115

Small Flying squirrels 181
Small-toothed Palm Civet 110
Small Indian Civet 107

Small Indian Mangoose 112
Small Kashmir Flying Squirrel 182
Small Travancore Flying Squirrel 183
Smooth-coated Otter 115
Snow Leopard 100
Soft-furred Metad 204
Sombre Bat 71

Southeast Asian White-toothed Shrew 39
South Indian Hedgehog 35
Sperm Whale 140, 141
Spinner Dolphin 137

Spotted Deer 162

Spotted Linsang 107
Squirrels 172

Steppe Pika 214
Stripe-necked Mangoose 111
Striped Dolphin 136

Striped Weasel 17

Striped Hyaena 96

Striped Squirrels 172
Stump-tailed Macaque 87
Swamp Deer 163

Tail-less Leaf-nosed Bat 64
Takin 155

Temminck’s Rat 202
Tenasserim Rat 209
Theobald’s Tomb Bat 55
Thick-eared Bat 71

Thomas’s Chestnut Rat 208
Thomas’s Mountain Vole 189
Thomas'’s Pipistrelle 66
Three-striped Palm Civet 18
Three-striped Palm Squirrel 172
Tibetan Antelope 160

Tibetan Gazelle 161

Tibetan Polecat 122

Tibetan Shrew 42

Tibetan Wild Ass 20

Tickell’s Bat 74

Tiger 98

Tiger Civet 18

Toddy Cat 18

Tomb Bats 54

Tooth whales 131

Tree Shrews 44

Trefoil Horse-shoe Bat 60
True’s Vole 190

Turkestan.gat 202

Unstriped Himalayan Squirrels 174
Urial 158.

Van Hasselt’s Bat 69

Voles 1835.188

Weasels 114, 118, 120
Web-footed Water Shrew 42
Whales 126, 133

Whiskered Bat 70
White-tailed Mole 43
White-toothed Shrew 35

Wild Buffalo 152

Wild Cattle 151

Wild Dogs 93, 94

Wild Goat 153

Wild Pig 168

Wolf 93

Woolly Flying Squirrel 180
Woolly Hare 218

Woolly Horse-shoe Bat 59
Wrinkle-lipped Free-tailed Bat 81
Wroughton'’s Free-tailed Bat 81
Wroughton’s Small Spiny Mouse 197

Yak 151

Yellow-bellied Weasel 121
Yellow-naked Wood Nouse 192
Yellow-throated Marten 119

Zelebor’s Nicobar Rat 203
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