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Libytheidae is a small family of butterflies
characterized by enormous prolongation of the
palpi giving an appearance of a beak in front of
head and hence commonly known as the “Beaks”.
The members of this family have small and
angular fore wings, and reduced forelegs in males
but fully developed in females.

This family is closely related to the family
Lycaenidae. However, different workers have
given different taxonomic treatment to this
family for example de Niceville (1886) classified
it as a subfamily Libytheinae under the family
Lemoniidae; Evans (1932) and Aroraet al., (2009)
incorporated it as a genus Libythen Fabricius
under family Erycinidae; Wynter-Blyth (1957)
included it as a subfamily Libytheinae under
family Erycinidae; while Haribal (1992) and
Kehimkar (2008) treated it as a separate
subfamily Libytherinae under the family
Nymphalidae.

It is represented by a single genus Libythea
Fabricius. The type genus Libythea is represented
by 12 species through out the world (Varshney
2010). The different species of Libythea are
generally uniform in size, peculiar and strongly
falcated outline, and in colouration except the
specific distinction in the markings of the
upperside. Their size usually varies from a little
under two inches to a little over two inches in
expanse. The upperside is brown with some
tawny or whitish markings on wings and the
variations in these markings are the diagnostics
for different species. The underside is clouded

and striated with similar protective colouration,
varying in tone in each species but uniform in
style throughout the genus.

Of these 12, only four species, viz., Libythea

myrrha Godart, L. lepita Moore, L. celtis
Laicharting, and L. narina Godart occur in India
Kehimkar (2008), while Varshney (2010) included
L. geopffroyi Godart also along with these four

species.
DISTRIBUTION

In India, Libythea myrrha Godart 1819 is
distributed between about 3,000' and 9,000'in the
NW Himalayas; Kullu to Assam & Sikkim;
Northeast; Western India (Bombay); and South
India (higher hills) (de Niceville 1886; Bingham
1905; Evans 1932; Wynter-Blyth 1957; Haribal
1992; and Kehimkar 2008). Elsewhere: Burma (now
Myanmar), China, Upper Tenasserim, Java,
Borneo, Malayan Subregion, and Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka). It is found around streams in forest and
settles very readily on damp patches. It is wary
and easily frightened and if disturbed flies off
rapidly but not far, either returning soon or
settling at the end of a twig where it exactly
resembles a leaf.

The species is easily recognized by upper
forewing cell tawny streak joined to spot beyond,
making a continuous club-like making and apical
spots joined to form a band. upper hindwing has
broad yellow band touching the base. Hindwing
costa and termen are straight on either side of
apex (Photo).
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Libythea myrrha Godart at Kathlaur-Kaushlian Wildlife Sanctuary, Pathankot, Punjab

Recently, while conducting 'General
Faunistic Survey' of Punjab under the mandates
of the Zoological Survey of India in districts, viz.,
Kapurthala, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Pathankot,
Hoshiarpur and Rupnagar (Ropar) (3-20
November 2011), we came across one example of
the species Libythea myrrha Godart in scrubby
habitat at Kathlaur-Kaushlian Wildlife Sanctuary
(KKWLS) in District Pathankot, Punjab in the
forenoon of 11" November 2011. Observations
were made in the compartment nos. 5&6 of the
sanctuary with GPS reading on Oregon 550 GPS
of Garmin make N 32° 14.936; E 075°26.967;
Accuracy 10'; Elevation 852"

The sanctuary is primarily a riverine
ecosystem. The vegetation of the sanctuary is
mainly comprised of grasses such as: Sarkanda,
Kana, Kahi (Saccharum spontaneum, S. officinalis, S.
munja, etc); young plantations of the trees, viz.,
Khair (Acacia catechu), Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo),
Kikar (A. nilotica), Amla (Emblica officinalis),
Bamboo (Bambusa bambos and Dendrocalamus
strictus), Amrud (Psidium guvava), Safeda
(Eucalyptus hybrid), Willow (Salix sp.); and a
variety of shrubs, herbs and weeds.

Material examined: India: Punjab: Distt.
Pathankot: Compartment nos. 5&6 of KKWLS, 1 ¢
(Regd. No. A-11088), 11.xi.2011, Coll. P.C. Tak &
party. The material has been deposited in the
National Zoological Collection (NZC), ZSI,
Dehradun.
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According to Wynter-Blyth (1957) the
species in the Himalayas is reported only to fly
up to circa 5000' and in NW Himalayas its range
is between c. 3000' and 9000". However, during
the present survey it was recorded at the altitude
of 852' only.

Further, although butterfly fauna of Punjab
have been studied from different localities by the
workers such as: Rose and Sidhu (2001); Arora et
al., (2006); Sharma and Joshi (2009); including a
checklist of butterflies of Punjab available on the
website of Punjab ENVIS Centre and also the
above quoted workers. But none of them have
made any mention of this species in their studies,
therefore, the present record of Libythea myrrha
Godart from KKWLS (Distt. Pathankot) can be
treated as an addition to the butterfly fauna of
Punjab.
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